
A grower’s concern for his workers
and their families has turned an old
Bible college in Mulberry into a
sprawling farmworker community,
which includes a new childcare center
operated by the Redlands Christian
Migrant Association.
      Batista Madonia Sr. and his wife
Evelyn, owners of East Coast Brokers
& Packers, purchased the former
Spurgeon Baptist Bible College in
2008 to provide housing, child care,
a chapel, medical clinic and other
services for employees of their
tomato-growing and packing
enterprise.
      “We are deeply grateful to Mr.
and Mrs. Madonia for their
commitment to farm workers and their
families,” said Barbara Mainster,
RCMA executive director.

 “This is a remarkable and perhaps
unique community, and we’re
honored to be part of it.”
      Under the direction of Center
Coordinator Veronica Arteaga,
RCMA’s new Mulberry Child
Development Center provides quality
childcare and early education for up
to 57 infants, toddlers and
preschoolers.
      The goal, common among more
than 70 RCMA centers statewide, is
to prepare children from rural,
working-poor families to succeed in
kindergarten and beyond.
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Child care, housing are
among many services

After growing up in a migrant
family, Lariza Luna, 20, of
Fellsmere embarks soon on
another journey. But it’s not with
her parents to the apple and cherry
orchards of Michigan. This time,

she’s going to
Miami, as a
junior majoring
in architecture at
Florida
International
University.

A recent
graduate of
Indian River
State College,
Lariza will

attend FIU on a Pell grant and
Bright Futures scholarship. “Since
I was little I would draw all the
time, and then I started drawing
houses,” she recalled. “Then when
I was 12 or 13, I started drawing
floor plans.”

As preschoolers, Lariza and her
younger sister, Rocio, attended
RCMA centers while their parents
worked in nearby fields. Today,
they work part time at RCMA’s
Robert G. Covill Child
Development Center in Fellsmere.
Their mother, Teresa, is a full-time
teacher there. Their father, Luis,
drives harvesting equipment.

Former RCMA
preschooler
has designs for
a bright future

RCMA Board member Anne Dickinson of
Frostproof helps children cut the ribbon at the
new RCMA Mulberry Child Development Center.

Bay News 9 found cute subjects at the recent
open house.



The Redlands Christian Migrant
Association is a United Way partner
agency that provides quality child
care and early education for
approximately 8,000 children of farm
workers and other working-poor
families in 21 Florida counties.

Founded in 1965 in the Redlands
farming area of southern Miami-Dade
County, RCMA derives most of its
funding from the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services, the
Florida Agency for Workforce
Innovation and the U.S. Department
of Agriculture.

In addition, RCMA relies heavily
on private individuals, corporations,
religious institutions, foundations and
state and local government entities,
including:

A nonsectarian, nonprofit
association, RCMA is registered as
a charitable organization with the
Division of Consumer Services in
the Florida Department of Agriculture

and Consumer Services, and may
lawfully solicit donations under
Florida law.

A copy of the official registration
and financial information may be
obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-
free (800) 435-7352 from within
Florida or long distance (850) 488-
2221 from outside of Florida.  

Registration does not imply
endorsement, approval or
recommendations by the state.
RCMA has been granted tax-exempt
status under section 501(c)(3),
Internal Revenue Code, from the
U.S. Internal Revenue Service. Tax-
exempt status was granted in 1969
and is retroactive to the date of
creation of the nonprofit: Oct. 1, 1965.

Contributions may be deducted
from the donor’s federally taxable
income. Please contact a tax
professional for details of deducting
such a donation.

RCMA funding partners and how to help

Teachers go the extra
mile for deaf child
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The teacher called Dayana’s name but got no
reaction. Same thing when she snapped her fingers
and jingled a bell. The only way to get the little Dayana
Orellana’s
attention was to touch her.

Reacting to these red flags, child development experts
at the RCMA South Dade Child Development Center
in Homestead arranged for tests and evaluations to
find out why Dayana did not react to noise.

As it turned out, this bright-eyed toddler could not
hear, and no one, not even her mother, knew it.

Just a few months after her profound hearing loss
was confirmed, the little 2-year-old girl is a well-
behaved, curious and smiling student who is learning
to communicate through sign language. Three of her
teachers learned American Sign Language to guide
Dayana.

“The teachers were heartbroken that they were not
able to really help Dayana without sign language,”
said Raquel Linares, RCMA’s health specialist and

disability
coordinator in Homestead. “They went above and
beyond to learn a new language to make a difference
in one child’s life.”

Dayana Orellana makes the sign for ‘bird’ while teacher Celia
Gonzalez points skyward.
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“Today you receive the first of three
diplomas. The next one will be high
school, and the third diploma will
be college. And I hope some of you
go on to get your master’s and
Ph.D.s!”

With those words, RCMA Charter
Schools Director Maria Jimenez
congratulated the 30 graduating

sixth-graders of RCMA’s
Immokalee Community
School during ceremonies
on June 2.

Dozens of proud parents
and close relatives crowded
the outdoor plaza for the
ceremony, which included
a performance by
kindergartners and an
inspiring rendition of Garth
Brook’s song The River by
principal Manny Touron
and sixth-grade teacher
Rachelle Hanleck.

After congratulating the graduates,
Mr. Touron explained the strong
educational foundation they had
received at the charter school and
even earlier as infants and toddlers
RCMA childcare centers. He urged

them to stay focused on their
education and surround themselves
with positive role models.
Afterward, a small reception was
held for the parents, staff and
graduating class.

“This is a milestone,”
Principal Mark Haggett
told the 16 fifth-graders
graduating from
RCMA’s Wimauma
Academy. “But this is
just a beginning.”

Now, Mr. Haggett
warned them, they will
rise into more difficult
school work, requiring
them to be more focused
and responsible.

They also will rise into
culture shock: public middle schools with enrollments
ranging from 800 to 1,600 students. The RCMA charter
school in south Hillsborough County has an enrollment
averaging 170.

“Know that we’re always here to support you
whenever you need us,” Mr. Haggett told them.

    The ceremonies on
June 5 filled the
charter school’s
central open-air
pavilion with
beaming families. 
   The graduates
accepted diplomas,
posed for countless
photos and serenaded
the audience with El
Sueno Imposible (The
Impossible Dream).

Mr. Haggett said
the graduates helped the school boost its scores on the
Florida Comprehensive Achievement Test.
  “We made huge gains from last year,” Mr. Haggett
said. “We were a C school last year. I’m hoping for a
B this year.”
 

16 graduate from Wimauma Academy

30 graduate from
Immokalee
Community

School

The proud graduates of RCMA’s Immokalee
Community School

The Immokalee Community School plaza is abuzz during 6th-
grade graduation ceremonies.

The graduating class of RCMA’ Wimauma
Academy listens as a classmate solos during
their performance of El Sueno Imposible.

Students’ families filled the pavilion of
RCMA’s Wimauma Academy for

graduation ceremonies.
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Tournament Sponsor ($25,000)
Florida Tomato Industry

Patron Sponsor ($15,000)
Kaplan Early Learning Company

Diamond Sponsor ($7,500)
Olde Florida Benefits Group

Platinum Sponsors ($5,000)
Florida Community Bank

Food Source Plus / Cheney Bros.

Specialty Sponsor ($3,000)
The William Laimbeer Family

Gold Sponsors ($2,500)
Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association

Grainger Farms
Staples Advantage / Corporate Express
SWFL Workforce Development Board

Taylor & Fulton Packing

Silver Sponsors ($2,000)
Barron Collier Partnership / Silver Strand Division

Six L’s Packing Company

Bronze Sponsors ($1,500)
Blue Cross/Blue Shield (2)

Nobles-Collier, Inc.
Thomco

Corporate Sponsors ($1,100)
The Abacus Group
Bayer Crop Science
Consolidated Citrus

Dependable Packing Solutions
DUDA

FreshPoint Southwest Florida
Leslie Reunion

Marsh USA
Pacific Tomato Growers

Rentokil (2)
Tropicana Products

Charter Sponsors ($1,000)
DiMare Co.

Gargiulo, Inc.
Ocariz, Gitlin & Zomerfeld
Syngenta Crop Protection

       RCMA’s golf fund-raiser is traditionally held
the first Saturday of May at a course in Southwest
Florida. To get on the mailing list for the 2010 event,
contact Judy Brill at (239) 658-3560.

 A big “thank you” to
our golf sponsors

RCMA’s 10th annual golf tournament raised a record
$100,000, thanks to the generous support of the Florida Tomato
Exchange. Florida tomato growers donated $25,000 to sponsor
the event – nicknamed the “Tomato Tournament for Tots” in

their honor -- and
then kicked in
$581 afterward to
nudge RCMA to
its goal of
$100,000.

“Florida tomato
growers greatly
appreciate the
services that
RCMA provides
to farmworker
families,” said
Reggie Brown,
executive director
of the Florida
Tomato

Exchange. “This donation reflects the growers’ interest in the
children of the men and women who harvest our crops. It’s
our way of giving something back to the farmworker
community.”

“In this poor
economy we never
would have reached our
goal without the strong
support of the tomato
industry,” said RCMA
Executive Director
Barbara Mainster. “We
greatly appreciate their
commitment to our
mission and the children
and families we serve.”

The event was held
May 2 in Naples at
TwinEagles, which
features two world-class
courses. The winning foursome, with a score of 57, was the
Blue Cross / Blue Shield team of Robin MacDonald, Erv
Pierce, Pat Rodgers and Gary Markarian.

In all, more than 30 sponsors helped make the “Tomato
Tournament for Tots” RCMA’s most successful golf fundraiser
ever. Over 50 businesses donated door prizes or goody bag
gifts.
      Special thanks to Kim Dinkel of Olde Florida Benefits
and Brad Young of FreshPoint Southwest Florida, who served
as event co-chairmen and donated countless hours toward the
event’s success. Thanks, too, to our many volunteers!

Annual golf fundraiser
hits $100,000 mark

First-place team (from left): Gary Markarian, Robin
MacDonald, Erv Pierce and Pat Rodgers, from Blue
Cross / Blue Shield.

Happy moments: Golf co-chair Kim Dinkel,
WINK-TV weatherman Scott Zedeker and
RCMA Executive Director Barbara Mainster
at the awards ceremony.
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Mark & Christel Yaffe for the use of
their home.

Tournament Sponsor ($10,000)
Wishnatzki Farms

Team Sponsors ($2,500)
Bruce & Sue Davies

Colorful Harvest / Green Giant
Continental Jewelry / Smith &

Associates
Farm Credit of Central Florida
Financial Guidance Group, Inc.

Florida Strawberry Growers
Association

Foley & Lardner
Garcia & Ortiz, P.A.

Highland Corporation
International Paper
Monte Package Co.

Paradise Fruit
Sierra Foundation

Temple Inland
Will & Pam Bissett

Table Sponsors ($1,500)
C.H. Robinson

RCS Construction
Sunripe Tomato

Mercedes-Benz of Tampa

Logo Sponsors ($750)
Hinton Farms

Dick & Julie Moore
USF College of Education

Chappell/Roberts
Julie Holcomb

Antique Armoire
Signature Lift

Publix Supermarket Charities
Merlin Law Group

Joyce and Reyes Law Firm, P.A.
Charles Cheriff Galleries, LTD

Brown & Brown Insurance

A big “thank
you” to tennis

sponsors:

The fourth annual Strawberry
Tennis Pro-Am, held Feb. 7 at the
Avila country club community in
northern Tampa, generated nearly
$57,563 to benefit migrant
students.

RCMA and the Migrant
Scholarship Fund of the University
of South Florida each received
$28,281.40 in tournament
proceeds. All proceeds from the
2010 and 2011 events will be
directed toward RCMA, according
to event organizer Gary
Wishnatzki, President of
Wishnatzki Farms of Plant
City and a member of
RCMA’s Board of Directors.

The Highland Corp. team
of pro Mark Palus and
amateurs Stephanie Geshel
and Art McNeil won the
tournament
championship.
Albert Alhadeff
won the men’s
amateur
division; Ms.
Geshel won the
women’s
amateur
division.

“We are
deeply grateful to Gary Wishnatzki,
the corporate sponsors and individual
donors who made this event such a
success,” said Barbara Mainster,
RCMA executive director. “We are
honored to be a beneficiary of this
wonderful event.”

The funding will be used toward
the $1.6 million capital campaign to
build a middle school at the

Wimauma
Academy,
RCMA’s pre-k
through 5
charter school in
southern
Hillsborough
County.

“I am
delighted to
assist in this
very
worthwhile
endeavor,” Mr.

Wishnatzki said. “Education is
critical to a child’s success in life,
and RCMA provides a solid
educational foundation for

farmworker children.”
Held the first Saturday of

February, the Strawberry Tennis Pro-
Am includes a dinner and lively
auction at a stately home in Avila
the night before the competition. For
information about the 2010 event,
please contact Clint Austin at
clint@wishfarms.com or call (813)
752-5111 ext. 302.

Strawberry Tennis Pro-Am
helps migrant students
4th annual event generates
over $57,000

Gary Wishnatzki, Art McNeil, Therese Wishnatzki and
Stephanie Geshel at the Strawberry Tennis Pro-Am. Art,
Stephanie and pro Mark Palus won the tournament
championship.

Wimauma Academy
students sing This
Land is Your Land at
the dinner and
auction the night
before the 4th annual
Strawberry Tennis
Pro-Am.

Bruce Davies reaches high to
return the ball at the 4th annual
Strawberry Tennis Pro Am.



- $27  will generate funds to tutor five children after school
for one week.

- $50 will pay for school supplies for a child for one year.
- $100  will buy books for one classroom.
- $250 will provide scholarship help for one staff member or

graduating senior.
- $300 will generate funds to sponsor one preschool

child for one year.
- $1,200 will generate funds to sponsor four children

for one year.
- $6,000 will generate funds to sponsor 20 children

for one year.

Redlands Christian Migrant Association
402 West Main Street

Immokalee, Florida 34142

Your contribution helps to ensure RCMA can continue to provide and expand services to
low-income children and families.

Your contribution will have an immediate impact:

Jose Marquez, 16 months, awaits the graduation of his big sister, Yaena Gonzalez, 11.

CONTRIBUTE TODAY AND MAKE
16X THE IMPACT


