Glades center celebrates 20 years

Serving working-poor families in
Moore Haven since 1989, the
Redlands Christian Migrant
Association recently celebrated the
20t anniversary of its Glades Early
Childhood Center.

From left: Blaze Wilson, who attended the
center as a child, with center coordinator
Jenneyfa Rich, RCMA Executive Director
Barbara Mainster, and Blaze's mother,
Terry Smith.

More than 50 parents, children,
community partners and RCMA
statewide staff attended the event,
which featured folkloric dancers, a

young baton
twirler, teen
vocalist and lots of
reminiscing.

Volunteers from
the Island Walk
community in
Naples donated and
served up burgers
and hot dogs on the
grill.

“We’re lucky to

have a partnership The Clewiston High School dance troupe Harvest of Hope

with an
organization like RCMA,” said
Glades County School
Superintendent Wayne Aldrich.
“These children are much more
ready for kindergarten than those
who don’t get into this type of
program.”

Like more than 70 other RCMA
centers throughout rural Florida,
the Glades center provides the care,
nurturing and early education that

performed at the anniversary celebration.

infants and toddlers need to be
successful in kindergarten and
beyond. Serving 116 children, the
Glades center is nationally
accredited, as are over half of all
RCMA centers.

Ms. Jenneyfa Rich has been the
center coordinator from Day 1.
“I’ve been here 20 years because I
really, really, really love the
children!” she says.

Young graduate regains focus after tailspin

As close as he came to
failure, Jose Lerma Jr. isn’t
a typical success story. The
son of migrant workers,
Jose was in the first
graduating class of
RCMA’s Wimauma
Academy charter school in
2003.

At East Bay High,

however, Jose fell into from high received his professional
gang activities and nearly = school. certification. He’s since
failed. Thanks to Hooked on returned to the Wimauma
encouragement from his learning, Academy, where he works
mother and former Jose then as a teacher’s aide. Hoping
teachers, Jose regained his = studied auto- to become a teacher
focus. He compacted all audio himself, Jose also attends
four years of school work = systems in 1,5 MOVE Hillsborough Community
into his senior year, and in ~ Daytona Beach and College.

May 2007 became the first
in his family to graduate



Six L’s donates $112,900

Immokalee-

based Six L’s
Packing Co.
has made a
generous
donation of
$112,900 to support literacy, after-
school and childcare programs
operated by the Redlands Christian
Migrant Association.

“In our opinion the education of
young children is the foundation of
a strong country,” said Larry Lipman,
CEO of Six L’s. “What RCMA does
in Florida contributes greatly to
building that foundation. It is our
pleasure to be a part of that work.”

The Six L’s gift will enable RCMA
to:

m Generate grant funding to
provide child care for 150
Immokalee children for an
entire season.

m Provide 50 after-school
scholarships for students at the
Immokalee Community
School, a K-6 charter school
operated by RCMA.

m Support statewide literacy
programs, including the
Reading is Fundamental
program and a lending library
at each of RCMA’s 74 centers.
“Six L’s has a strong interest and

commitment to children of working-

poor families,” RCMA Executive

Director Barbara Mainster said. “We

are deeply grateful to Six L’s for their

generosity.”

Florida’s largest tomato grower,
packer and shipper, Six L’s has been
a longtime supporter of RCMA,
including contributions to RCMA’s
annual golf and Christmas card fund-
raisers and sponsorship of the
Immokalee Community Mural at
RCMA'’s state headquarters.

Players, sponsors wanted
for annual golf fundraiser

Anyone interested in participating
as a player or sponsor in RCMA’s
10" annual golf-fundraiser should
act quickly, as the tournament is
fast approaching.

This year’s event will move to the
prestigious TwinEagles course in
Naples, with buffet breakfast
starting at 7:30 a.m. and shotgun
start at 8:30 a.m. A luncheon and
awards banquet will follow 18 holes
of play.

Reflecting the $25,000
sponsorship from the Florida
Tomato Industry, the fundraiser has
been dubbed the “Tomato
Tournament for Tots.” The goal is
$100,000 in net proceeds.
Interested participants should
call Judy Brill at RCMA'’s state
office: (800) 282-6540.

RCMA funding partners and how to help

The Redlands Christian Migrant
Association is a United Way partner
agency that provides quality child
care and early education for
approximately 8,000 children of farm
workers and other working-poor
families in 21 Florida counties.

Founded in 1965 in the Redlands
farming area of southern Miami-
Dade County, RCMA derives most
of its funding from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services, the Florida Agency for
Workforce Innovation and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

In addition, RCMA relies heavily
on private individuals, corporations,
religious institutions, foundations and
state and local government entities,
including:

A nonsectarian, nonprofit
association, RCMA is registered as
a charitable organization with the
Division of Consumer Services in
the Florida Department of Agriculture
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Redlands Christian Migrant Association

402 W. Main St., Inmokalee, FL 34142

(800) 282-6540

and Consumer Services, and may
lawfully solicit donations under
Florida law.

A copy of the official registration
and financial information may be
obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-
free (800) 435-7352 from within
Florida or long distance (850) 488-
2221 from outside of Florida.

Registration does not imply
endorsement, approval or
recommendations by the state.
RCMA has been granted tax-exempt
status under section 501(c)(3),
Internal Revenue Code, from the
U.S. Internal Revenue Service. Tax-
exempt status was granted in 1969
and is retroactive to the date of
creation of the nonprofit: Oct. 1, 1965.

Contributions may be deducted
from the donor’s federally taxable
income. Please contact a tax
professional for details of deducting
such a donation.
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