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Chicken Lunch/Lake Placid

Lunch plates featuring rotisserie chicken and side dishes for $7 will be on sale from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, April 26, at RCMA's Lake Placid Child Development
Center, 541 Interlake Blvd. Proceeds go toward a new child development center
in the Highway Park community of Lake Placid. Call (863) 699-3790.

Corn on the cob is on sale for $1 each from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. every Friday afternoon
through May 9 at RCMA'’s Lake Placid Child Development Center, 541 Interlake
Blvd. Proceeds go toward a new child development center in the Highway Park
community of Lake Placid. Call (863) 699-3790.

Mural Dedication/Immokalee

The spectacular Immokalee Community Mural
will be dedicated

during a reception

from 5-7 p.m.

Wednesday, April

30, at RCMA's

state

headquarters, 402

W. Main St.,

Immokalee. This

block-long public

work of art traces

Immokalee’s

history through the

agesandis a

treasure for the

entire community. For details, call (800) 282-
6540 and ask for community relations.

Dance Recital/lmmokalee

The Immokalee Community School’s annual dance
recital will be at 7 p.m. Friday, May 2, in the Immokalee
High School auditorium, 701 Immokalee Dr. All 225
students of RCMA's charter school in Immokalee will
participate. Admission $5. It's worth the drive! Call
(239) 867-3220.

RCMA's ninth annual golf tournament is set for a shotgun start at 8:30 a.m. on
Saturday, May 3, at the beautiful Lely Golf Resort in Naples. Last year’s event raised
a record $85,474, and we’re hoping to net $100,000 this year. Players and sponsors
are still welcome. Call Judy Brill at (800) 282-6540 or see www.rcma.org.

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES A DIFFERENGE!

Your contribution will have
an immediate impact:

- $25 will generate funds to tutor five children

after school for one week.

- $50 will pay for school supplies for a child for
one year.

- $100 will buy books for one classroom.

- $250 will generate funds to sponsor one

preschool child for one year.

- $1,000 will generate funds to sponsor four

children for one year.

- $5,000 will generate funds to sponsor 20

children for one year.

CONTRIBUTE TODAY AND MAKE 16X THE IMPACT!

RCMA honorslongtime staffers
Executive Director reaches 35 years

The Redlands Christian
Migrant Association
recently honored 65 staff
members for

RCMA. In 1988, Ms.

Mainster was named

executive director and has
become one of

completing 15, the most

20, 25,30 or 35 respected

years of advocates for

employment with rural, low-

the organization. income children
Leading the and their families

way with 35 in Florida.

years was RCMA Celebrating 30

Executive years of service

Director Barbara was Mary A.

Mainster, who  Barhara Mainster, Staggers,

joined RCMA in RCMA Executive coordinator of the

1972 as the Director, celebrated ~ Centro Villas

organization’s ~ 35yearswith the Child

first education ~ organization. Development

coordinator. It

was in this position that Ms.
Mainster cemented her love
and admiration for the
children and parents of

Center in Florida
City. As a youngster, Ms.
Staggers did farm labor
with her family — but only
on holidays and weekends

to ensure her education. A
South Dade High School
graduate, Ms. Staggers
continues her education to
this day.

Like Ms. Staggers, many
of the honorees were

former farm workers.
Among RCMA’s mission
is hiring and training staff
from the communities
served. Congratulations to
all of this year’s award
winners!

Children perform at RCMA's Annual Length of Service Awards
and Recogpnition Luncheon in Wauchula.

Success Story: Student garners honorsin Palatka

Trevon Cohens, who attended RCMA’s
Palatka Child Development Center as an
infant and toddler, was taught at a young
age that caring for others and doing his
best would get him ahead in life. Little did
he know that his hard work would pay off

by age 10!

A fifth-grade honor-roll student at

Moseley Elementary in Palatka, Trevon
was recently chosen as the school’s
“Student of the Month.” He and other
outstanding students in Putnam County
were recognized by Palatka Mayor Carl
Flagg. In addition, Trevon received the

“Terrific Kid of the Month” award. Keep

up the good work, Trevon!



Former RCMA Students Receive College Scholarships

Four graduates of the
Immokalee Community
School, a charter school
operated by the Redlands
Christian Migrant
Association, have been
selected to receive college
scholarships that will be
worth approximately
$40,000 each when they
finish high school.

During a recent ceremony
at Edison College in
Naples, the Take Stock in
Children program honored
50 seventh-graders in
Collier County. The
program selects students
from economically

disadvantaged families who  Victor Ramirez and Sergio Garibay

have the potential to

succeed. who began with RCMA  n Marisela Marroquin,
13, who was with
RCMA from infancy
through sixth grade

Among this year’s
honorees were these former
RCMA charter school
students, who are now
seventh-graders at

Immokalee Middle School: = n Sergio Garibay, 14,
who was with RCMA
since third grade.

n  Mykell McSwain, 13,

in first grade.

n Victor Ramirez, 13,
who was with RCMA
since the first grade.

To receive the

remain drug and crime free.
In turn, they are awarded a
full scholarship upon high
school graduation.

Take Stock, a program of
the Collier County
Education Foundation, also
helps the students obtain
additional support to cover
costs such as books and
dorms.

“We are so proud of our
graduates,” says Maria
Jimenez, director of
RCMA’s Immokalee
Community School. “Just
like children of doctors,
lawyers and CEOs, children

Scholarship winners (I-r): Mykell McSwain, Marisela Marroquin, of working poor families

have a tremendous desire
and capacity to learn. They
just need the tools to do it.”

The Immokalee
Community School is a K-
6 charter school operated
by RCMA. Its 2007-08

scholarships, the students ~ enrollment is 225 students,

pledged to stay in school, ~ among approximately
get good grades, meet 1 _
regularly with a mentorand =~ RCMA in Collier County.

1,000 children served by

Children’sHouse getsgreen light in Indian River

Indian River County has approved
RCMA'’s plans to convert a 47-year-
old house in the Wabasso area into the
new Children’s House Child
Development Center for
approximately 50 farmworker
children.

Remodeling began immediately after
RCMA received the green light to
proceed, and if all goes smoothly this
spring and summer, the new center
should be ready to open this fall.

Not only did the generosity of four
principal donors allow RCMA to pay
cash for the 3,600-square-foot house
last year, The Hill Group has
generously agreed to handle the entire
renovation at cost. The Hill Group is
a highly respected, custom
homebuilder in Vero Beach,
specializing in luxury homes and
clubhouses along Florida’s Treasure
Coast.

RCMA serves approximately 300
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Thishouseis being transformed into a child
care center.

children at four child-development
centers in Indian River County, among
nearly 8,000 children served statewide.
The new center will replace the
original Children’s House, which
closed in June 2006.

Special thanks to the Dick and Sally
Brickman, the Bryson Family
Foundation, Paul and Stella Covill and
the Shoemate Foundation for their
generosity, and to Mrs. Covill for her

tireless fund-raising efforts in Indian
River. To help, call the RCMA office
in Fellsmere at (772) 571-9015.

Highlands Citrus Growers donate $3,000
to help fund new center in Lake Placid

Preschoolers learn numerous skills on computers at RCMA's South Highlands Child

Development Center.

After 27 years of serving low-
income families in Lake Placid’s
Highway Park neighborhood, the
Redlands Christian Migrant
Association must find new space —
and raise $300,000 — to continue
serving the community’s children.

The Highlands County Citrus
Growers Association recently
donated $3,000 toward the effort,
the first major donation of the fund-
raising effort.

“We are delighted to have the

support of the Highlands County
Citrus Growers Association.
Growers have been supporters of
RCMA since our creation back in
1965,” said RCMA Executive
Director Barbara Mainster.
Highlands County government
also is helping to keep RCMA in the
Highway Park community. The
county has designated a county-
owned site for the replacement
building and is researching a
$750,000 construction grant.

However, RCMA must raise its
$300,000 match by June 1 to draw
down the grant.

RCMA staff and families served
by the South Highlands Child
Development Center are rolling up
their sleeves to help. Several parent
fund-raisers have already been held,
and more are on the calendar (see
pages 4-5). So far, parents have
raised over $2,500.

Since 1981, RCMA has been
leasing the building — the old Carver
Elementary School — from Action
Revival, Inc., which had bought the
building from the school district.
Action Revival has given RCMA
notice that it is ready to expand its
mission and wants to use the
building starting in August 2008.

To donate or to help, call Sonja
Wilson or Karen Lowe at the South
Highlands Center, (863) 699-3794,
or Barbara Mainster, RCMA
executive director, at (800) 282-6540
or email .

RCMA serves approximately 500
children in nine childcare centers in
Highlands County, including 100
children at the Highway Park

RCMA going ‘green’ to expand Wimauma Academy

The Redlands Christian Migrant
Association is launching a $1.6
million capital campaign to add sixth,
seventh and eighth grades at its
Wimauma Academy charter school
in southeastern Hillsborough County.

Opened in 2000, Wimauma
Academy has approximately 175
students in kindergarten through fifth
grade. Featuring energy efficient,
environmentally friendly “green”
architecture, the 9,300-square-foot
expansion will add seven classrooms,
a music / art room, cafeteria, kitchen
and teacher’s resource room.
Capacity will increase to 255
students.

RCMA has already raised nearly
15% of the $1.6 million, thanks to a
generous real estate donation from
Jay Taylor, of Taylor & Fulton
Farms; a $50,000 pledge from the
Community Foundation of Greater
Sun City Center; and a $35,000
donation from the Alex Sink
Inauguration Committee. Ms. Sink
is the Florida Chief Financial Officer
and a former RCMA Board member.

The school serves academically
and socially at-risk children, many
of whom migrate with their
farmworker parents. Despite the
challenges of migration and poverty,
the students have responded

positively to the unique approach of
the Academy’s teachers and staff.
To donate, contact Barbara
Mainster, RCMA executive director,
at (800) 282-6540 or email
barbara@rcma.org
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Tamale sale / Lake Placid

Delicious, home-made tamales are on sale for just $1 each from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m.
Monday mornings through May 12 at RCMA's Lake Placid Child Development
Center, 541 Interlake Blvd. Proceeds go toward a new child development center
in the Highway Park community of Lake Placid. Call (863) 699-3790.

Strawberry shortcakes will be on sale for $2.50 a plate from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Friday April 18 at RCMA'’s South Highlands Child Development Center, 124
Williams St. Proceeds go toward a new child development center in the Highway
Park community of Lake Placid. Call (863) 699-3794.

Car Wash/Lake Placid

RCMA staff, parents and volunteers will wash cars from 8 a.m. to noon on
Saturday, April 12 and April 19, Bank of America, 611 Dal Hall Blvd., Lake
Placid. Minimum donation is $5; baked goods available, too. Proceeds go toward
a new child development center in the Highway Park community of Lake Placid.
Call (863) 699-3794.

Campaign Kickoff/Wimauma

Plans for the $1.6 million expansion of RCMA's charter school in Hillsborough
County will be unveiled at 11 a.m. Monday, April 21, at the RCMA Wimauma
Academy, 18236 S. U.S. Highway 301. The program includes tours of the school,
a presentation by students and lunch. RSVP at (813) 672-5159 by April 18.

RCMA recently expanded into Marion County with the opening of the Kendrick
Child Development Center, just north of Ocala. Serving up to 52 children in the
former Kendrick United Methodist Church, the Kendrick Center will have an open
house and dedication at 11 a.m. Tuesday, April 22. The address is 2949 NW
63rd St. RSVP at (352) 620-7230 by April 18.



